
Links Drive Gum Trees
Proposal for consideration at Annual General Meeting of LIRA in December
A Surveyor General’s aerial plan dated 1937 indicates that approx. 160 Eucalyptus grandis were planted before 
that date along the northern side of Links Drive. In recent years a number have died and been removed and now 
only 27 remain. These are not grouped to any plan – in places there are large spaces between, and in others they 
are concentrated too closely. Under certain of the trees, and around the stumps of trees that have died, groups of 
indigenous trees are growing.  Eucalyptus grandis is now classified in South Africa as a category 2 invader and 
is thus not considered appropriate to replace trees as they die.

As Eucalyptus grandis die-off, and this is inevitable, it is considered desirable to implement a plan to gradually 
substitute in their place species indigenous to Leisure Isle. 
The LIRA committee accordingly commissioned management of Steenbok Nature Reserve to prepare a plan 
that could be presented to members. The plan is detailed below and needs to be considered in conjunction with 
detailed drawings that will be on view at the LIRA stand at the Leisure Isle Festival to be held on 22/23 
October 2011. After that date the plan and drawings will then be on view at the Leisure Isle Library up to the 
date of the AGM in December. At the AGM members will be asked to decide whether they wish to adopt the 
plan or alternatively to reject it and retain the status quo. 

The Plan
 Preserve and encourage groupings of indigenous plant growth that have developed naturally (mini-tree 

copses) by judicious pruning, feeding and watering. These areas already contain Sideroxylon inerme, 
Euclea racemosa, Searsia (crenata, lucida, chirindensis), Gymnosparia buxifolia, Diospyros dichrophylla, 
Buddleja saligna, and Chrysanthemoides monilifera. 

 Plant new mini-tree copses with additional species indigenous to Leisure Isle – municipality has offered to 
supply Sideroxylon inerme.

 Where appropriate link mini-tree copses with existing tree copses in Steenbok Park 
 Transform existing Aloe thraskii beds by introducing other indigenous shrub species into larger groups of a 

more balanced height.
 Develop new Aloe thraskii beds to achieve overall balance.
 Thin out and prune Eucalyptus grandis to:

o achieve more even spread
o remove dead wood, dangerous, unhealthy and deformed growth.
o encourage growth of already established mini-tree copses
o let in sunshine on the southern side of Links Drive
o ensure public safety is not compromised
o show off the Eucalyptus grandis, un-crowded and to their spectacular best
o protect bird nesting places 
o nurture the health of individual trees.

 Additional tree species that will be considered for planting in tree copses are Apodytes dimidata, Grewia 
occidentalis, Metalasia muricata, Searsia glauca and Tarchonanthus camphoratus

This plan has been approved in principle by Knysna Municipality and SANParks, subject to adoption by the 
LIRA Annual General Meeting. In the event that LIRA members decide not to adopt the plan it will be not be 
implemented. The plan if adopted will be implemented over a period of five years depending on available 
funding from time to time.


